 Access to Treatment  from Mental Health Services (M.H.S.) in Cyprus 
In Cyprus  the medical care  needs of the population  are provided
-By the Government Health  Services  
-By the Private Sector
My presentation refers  to the provided  Government  Mental  Health Services ( M.H.S.) ,whose mission  is the organisation of network of services and programmes in order to offer effective care relating to Treatment, Rehabilitation and Prevention of Mental disorders.
According to M.H.S. the fundamental objective of the mental health policy consists in transferring the services from the Mental Hospital to the Community. Along this line, the Mental Health Services implement progressively the decentralization and the upgrading of the services and programmes offered within the community.  Parallel to that, there is an ongoing effort to improve the quality of life of the patients in the Mental Hospital. 
       The new areas for providing services are continually expanding and developing so that they cover effectively the growing needs of the populations and meet the European and international standards and guidelines, especially of those of World Health Organisation (WHO). 
       During the last few years, an emphasis has been given to the mental health problems of children and adolescents, as well as on Addiction, Prevention and Treatment.
      The services are directed to three main axis: a) the Community Psychiatry, 
b) the Child and Adolescent Mental Health Problems and c) the sector of Drug Dependence.
      The psychiatric  Hospital of Athalassa
     Athalassas  Hospital is the largest unit of the Department of Internal Medical and Mental Health Services  which covers the island-wide needs.
    The Existing Hospital was built in 1964 and worked on the basis of the asylum model. The first attempts to psychiatric reform in Cyprus begins in 1985. In the above context the Mental     Hospital in 1993 was renamed "Athalassa Hospital " The development of the community psychiatric services had naturally led to a reduction in the number of patients in Athalassa Hospital.  
There are six impatient departments: The Athalassa Hospital, the two psychiatric clinics in Nicosia and Limassol  General Hospital  for psychiatric patients, the Therapeutic Unit for Alcohol Dependence, the units and  for persons with Drug Dependence.
 The main units in the community are: the Community Mental Health Centers in all towns, including the out-patients clinics integrated in the Primary Health Care and General Hospitals, the Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services, the units for Psycho-social Rehabilitation (Days Centers and Vocational Rehabilitation Unit), and  the counseling preventions centers for drug abuse etc.
 The vast majority of mental patients are examined as outpatients in the Psychiatric Outpatient Departments and many of them are under the systematic care of the Community Psychiatric Nurses.
 Outpatient Service are Offered to all provincial hospitals in urban health centers in community mental health centers and some rural health centers

Legislatation
The 1997 Mental Health Law  
M.H.S are working on a draft legislation on non hospital structures.
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